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A Letter to Durham’s Youth

We are students just like you who live and learn in Durham, and we would like you to know about the importance 
of the upcoming elections. You may not think that elections really concern you, but you have a bigger voice than 
you may think. Young people make up a large part of the Durham community, and together we can make a real 
difference.

Local government plays a bigger role in our day to day lives than you may know, so it’s important for Durham’s youth 
to be aware of recycling, traffic rules, transportation, public education, and youth activities. Did you know that you 
have the power to change things in your city and state and nation? Your elected officials make decisions that affect 
your every day life.

Since we are both the future and the present of Durham, we need to get more involved. Even though some adults 
say you don’t have a voice, this is something you can change. Sure you can’t elect officials until you are 18 (though 
you can voice your vote in Kid Voting elections), but your opinion still matters. Our local officials take our thoughts 
into consideration—but only if we voice them. Now you just have to step up. Learning about the candidates and 
issues in this city council election and expressing your views is a first step.

Young people are important to the success of Durham and what the government decides now will impact us for the 
rest of our lives, so let’s make our voices heard.

Octagon Club, Durham School of the Arts and Durham Public School students  
September 2015

Kids Voting Durham 2015 General Events

Kids Voting Youth Candidate Forum 
October 22, 6:30 pm–8:30pm  
Holton Center, 401 N. Driver Street

Family Voting Celebration with MomsRising 
October 24, 10:00 am, kidsvotingdurhamnc.org for more information

Kids Voting Early Voting 
October 24 and November 1, 10:00 am–1:00 pm 
Main and South Regional Libraries

Kids Voting Online Voting 
October 24-November 3, kidsvotingdurhamnc.org

10% Day at Durham Coop 
October 25, mention Kids Voting at the register and Durham Coop will donate 10% of your 
purchase to Kids Voting.

Bull Citizen & If I Were Mayor Entries Deadline 
October 31

November 3, Election Day 
Kids Voting at select precincts
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What Does City Government 
Do?

Every two years, Durham voters elect the Mayor and 3 of the 6 City Council members. These elections are non-
partisan, meaning that none of the candidates run for office as Republican, Democrat or other party candidates.

The City Council (the six election Council Members and the Mayor) is responsible for making laws and general 
policies for the City; appointing the City Manager; and reviewing the annual budget.

The City of Durham also has a Durham Youth Commission that provide comprehensive civic education, leadership 
development and service learning opportunities for Durham youth through appointment on City boards, 
commissions and through leadership development opportunities.

Some areas of the Durham City Government responsibility include:

Public Safety 
• Maintains local police force 
• Addresses crime within neighborhoods

Environment 
• Provides clean drinking water 
• Provides garbage, recycling, and yard waste services 
• Cares for and plants trees in public areas (urban forestry)

Education & Recreation 
• Runs local parks and recreation centers 
• Provides educational and recreational programs for youth and adults 
• Runs after school programs at local recreation centers

Transportation 
• Maintains local streets and sidewalks 
• Manages the city bus system

Economy & Jobs 
• Provides incentives for businesses to invest in Durham 
• Runs the Mayor’s Summer Youth Work program

In Durham, some local government functions are the responsibility of the CITY government and others are done by 
the COUNTY government. 

What Does CITY Government Do?

• Building Inspections 
• Buses/public transportation 
• Cemeteries 
• Economic Development (businesses & jobs) 
• Fire Protection 
• Garbage, recycling and yard waste 
• Historic preservation 
• Parks and recreation (including local parks,  
 youth programs & teen centers) 
• Police and law enforcement 
• Planning and zoning 
• Public housing 
• Sidewalks, Streets & traffic 
• Water supply

What Does COUNTY Government Do?

• Animal shelter 
• Cooperative Extension 
• Court facilities 
• Libraries  
• Public health  
• Elections  
• Jails 
• Sheriff 
• Social services 
• Soil and water conservation
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Bill Bell
MAYOR, INCUMBENT

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES: 

Website: billbellformayor.com

What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
I have had the honor and privilege to serve as Mayor of Durham since 2001. I have publicly stated that 
this will be my last election for public office. Durham is now the fourth 4th largest city (251,000 plus 

residents) in North Carolina behind Charlotte, Raleigh and Greensboro. I think that if you compare Durham today, 
verses Durham in 2001 and prior years, the city has made tremendous progress in many ways and has become the 
city that others want to visit, live and emulate. However we as a city still have challenges. In addition to continuing 
to focus on the areas of responsibility that come with being Mayor, two specific reasons that I want to continue to 
serve as Mayor of Durham are to work on the following challenges: 

1) There is not enough affordable housing for families who have incomes below the median income of our area. I 
want to continue the work that we as a city council have begun to increase the amount of affordable housing for 
those families in our city with incomes below the median income.

2) We have too many of our families living in poverty or living below the poverty line. I want to continue the work 
that we began in February 2014 when I announced in my state of the city address an effort of “Reducing Poverty 
Neighborhood by Neighborhood Year by Year starting in 2014”. We have identified some of those neighborhoods and 
have begun the work to reduce poverty in those neighborhoods. 

How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?
As a city council we have stressed the need to ensure that we have better police community relations 
for all of our residents. This has been specifically stressed to our police department. Additionally our 

police officers have undergone training in race relations and other community issues. We recently enacted a 
“Misdemeanor Diversion Program” for young adults ages 18 through 21 who are first offenders, to hopefully prevent 
them from obtaining a criminal record. We also have a Youth Commission comprised of school age young adults, 
who we will depend on to bring issues and recommendations to us for our consideration. These issues could consist 
of policies that they think will ensure that there is just and fair policing for Durham’s youth.

Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
We are constantly reviewing ways and means to provide more safe walking and biking infrastructure for 

the general public to include Durham’s youth. We are making progress but there is still a lot more to accomplish 
in these areas. We review our bus fares and are of the opinion that we have reasonable and affordable bus fares to 
include those for Durham’s youth. In fact, depending on where you may work or go to school some free bus fare 
passes are provided by the institutions in cooperation with our Bus system.

Q:

Q:

Q:
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Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

This is an area that is primarily driven by our Durham Parks & Recreation Department. We need to ensure that we 
are using social media to as high a degree as possible to share information on the programs that are available and 
provided by the City. Additionally in some cases we need to streamline that information to specific locations such 
as was recently done for the Holon Resource and Career Center. The cost to operate programs as well as the cost to 
our users is constantly being reviewed to reduce the cost as much as possible and to still have quality and affordable 
programs. I recently heard of program in Denver Colorado where recreation facilities and program were free to 
young adults of certain age range. I have asked our administration to get more information on that program to see 
if it is something we might be able to or want to implement. I have said before that since many of our young people 
are in schools we may need to refocus our efforts to distribute and have more communications in all of our schools 
telling the story of what programs are available for our young people in our parks and recreation department and 
how they can participate in those programs specifically dedicated to young people.

Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

Grocery stores are driven by the bottom line as to whether they can operate profitably, independent of the 
neighborhoods that they seek to serve. The city provided an incentive to help open and start a grocery store (SAV-A-
Lot) in a neighborhood of low-and medium income families. We have to look at these types of ventures on a case by 
case basis, before deciding if it is something that the city can undertake with the private sector. We have also made 
investments in other similar neighborhood to help spur business development needed for daily life. 

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

We have a pretty progressive recycling program. We again need to communicate to the general public how 
important it is to the environment that they recycle s mush as possible. Since most of our young people are in our 
schools we may need to see if we can work with the school systems both public, private and charter schools to 
share information on the city’s recycling program. This would be good project to present to our Youth Commission 
for their review and recommendations as to how we might address this issue as it relates to our young people.

How are you involved with youth in Durham?
As Mayor I am constantly in our schools and visiting youth organizations, speaking and listening to 
students of all ages. Additionally I am a grandparent of four young people and very much involved  

in their lives. 

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
I find it relaxing to attend a good movie, good restaurants (of which we have plenty in Durham), listen to 
jazz as well as to attend high school and college athletic events. 

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:



8  KIDS VOTING DURHAM CANDIDATE GUIDE

James L. Lyons
MAYORAL CANDIDATE

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES: 

Website: jameslyonsformayor.com 

Facebook: jameslyonsformayordurham 

Twitter: @lyonsformayor 

What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
1) I want to make our youth and young people a priority in all of our communities.

2) I want to be an example and an inspiration to younger generations and hopefully, motivate them to get 
involved in all aspects of our city government.

How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?

I will ensure just and fair policing for Durham’s youth by encouraging more citizens to get involved in 
our Police oversight committee. I will encourage more community policing that involves mentorship 

by police, officers getting out of their patrol cars to interact with those in the communities, and encourage law 
enforcement officers to routinely get out of their cars at bus stops and play grounds—all in an effort to build trust 
and relationships with those in the communities they serve.

Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
I will make all three modes of transportation safe for your youth by doing the following:

1) Continuing the city’s efforts to keep public transportation fares at the most reasonable rate possible

2) Increasing the visibility and presence of law enforcement officers in the most traveled biking and walking areas in 
our communities

3) Meeting with Council to determine the possibility of perhaps building relationships with certain retailers that 
would consider offering discounted bikes to students perhaps having the city allocate a certain annual dollar 
amount that set aside where bike vouchers could be issued to student and young people where they could use the 
voucher towards a deduction off of the purchase of a bike.

Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

Great question. My entire campaign is catered to our youth, young and millennials. I would work with Council to 
allocate more funding to our Parks and Rec department. I would open and extend the hours of our Parks and Recs 
and city facilities that our young people could be involved with positive constructive things, such as tutoring when 
parents are at work, sports programs, and open the doors for professionals in our community to come in and speak 
with them on the many career opportunities they may be interested in or have questions about. As for making our 
youth and young people aware of the implemented programs and resources, I would have a separate tab/site that is 
solely dedicated to the youth and young people in our communities. I would ensure that all of our schools displayed 
this information throughout the school’s campus, and handbooks etc. I would even go as far as having some of our 

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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local retailers, fast food restaurants, and other places where our young people shop include this information on 
receipts or in purchase bags.

Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

Durham can ensure that it offers an equal playing field for all of its citizens to enjoy and take part in the growth by 
first and foremost making it a priority to do so. Durham’s citizens must elect officials that have a connection to our 
city’s communities and a heart for the people in the communities. When we elect city officials that make ALL the 
people their first priority, these officials will see to it that the city uses its resources, and influence to ensure all 
citizens are included in our city’s growth.

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

I would like to see more education in our schools on the importance of recycling. Our young people need to be made 
aware on the different things they can do at their level that could have a tremendous impact on our environment.

How are you involved with youth in Durham?
I have been volunteering with the youth in our community since 1998. I tutor and have performed 
hundreds of hours of big brother programs.

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
My favorite thing to do in Durham is to ride my bike on our beautiful bike trail and roller skate. I love bike 
riding and roller skating.

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
First, I want to make sure that Durham continues to be a city where working families can live and work 
and raise their kids. Folks who don’t make a lot of money should still be able to afford a safe and healthy 

place to live in Durham, and people who want to work should be able to find jobs that match their skills and 
experience. City government can play a positive role in making these things happen, and that’s the first reason I 
want to serve on the Durham City Council.

Second, I want Durham to be a safe place to live. Violent crime is on the rise in Durham, and we need to do 
something about it. If police officers start walking through the neighborhoods they patrol instead of just driving, 
they’ll have more chances to build real relationships with the people they protect and serve. That’s how we will 
rebuild the relationship of trust between the people of Durham and our police department. The city should also 
make more youth programs available in all parts of Durham at little or no cost. Better police-community relations 
and more alternatives for young people will reduce the crime rate in Durham.

How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?
Last summer, I was part of a movement that sought to reduce racial profiling by the Durham Police 
Department. As a result of our efforts, the police must now get written consent for certain kinds of car 

searches, all police officers get special training on these issues, and the racial statistics of traffic stops and searches 
are reviewed twice a year to identify disturbing trends. But clearly more needs to be done to ensure that Durham 
has the just and fair policing that all of us deserve. We should work to encourage more Durham police officers to live 
in Durham, because officers are more likely to act justly in their interactions with their own neighbors. We should 
continue to help officers understand the racial and historical context of the decisions they are asked to make while 
on duty. And we should refocus our law enforcement efforts away from the sort of non-violent misdemeanors that 
young people are often arrested for committing and toward preventing and investigating violent crime.

Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
Durham must continue our progress in making it easier and safer for all of our residents (including 

young people) to walk to the grocery store, or bike to the library, or take the bus to work. Our city should build 
more sidewalks, bike lanes, speed humps and road diets in places where those measures can make roads safer for 
everyone. We should also look into making our bus system less expensive for riders and expanding the Bull City 
Connector to reach NC Central University and Durham Tech.

Charlie Reece
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES: 

Website: charliefordurham.com 

Twitter: @Charliereece 

Facebook: facebook.com/Charlie-Reece-945060798866714

Q:

Q:

Q:
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Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

First, we need to talk to young folks about what types of programs and activities they would like to have, and then 
we need to make those types of programs available to our youth at little or no cost. We also need to make sure 
that those programs are made available in parts of the city where they will be used the most. Finally, we should 
let young people know about the programs and activities that are available in every possible way – on the web, on 
social media, in schools, in churches, everywhere.

Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

We must make sure that Durham’s economic growth results in a prosperity that is shared by every part of our 
city. This shared prosperity requires that our city make public investments in neighborhoods of Durham that 
have suffered from decades and generations of neglect. Those infrastructure improvements would make those 
neighborhoods more attractive to grocers and other businesses. We should also be willing to use zoning and 
economic incentives to achieve this important objective.

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

Durham’s current recycling efforts are well conceived and well executed. But I would like to find out if it makes 
sense to have our residential recycling picked up more often than every two weeks. We should also explore 
new community education efforts to help folks understand what is and is not recyclable. I would also like to see 
street-level recycling implemented in downtown Durham, with the goal of replacing half of all street-level trash 
containers downtown with recycling containers.

How are you involved with youth in Durham?
We support Book Harvest with our volunteer time and our money. Book Harvest is a nonprofit here in 
Durham that puts books in the hands of children from birth through elementary school age in order to 

achieve their vision that every child, regardless of family income, grow up in a home rich with books.

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
I absolutely love walking and running the American Tobacco Trail. Well-used, well-loved, and well-
maintained, the ATT is one of Durham’s most actively utilized public spaces. And for good reason! Walking 

or biking the ATT is one of the most peaceful and restorative outdoor activities in our city, and you’ll always see folks 
of all ages and races sharing this invaluable public resource. It’s one of the best things about our city.

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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Ricky L. Hart 
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES: 

Website: committeetoelectrickylhart.nationbuilder.com 

Facebook: committeetoelectrickylhart 

What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
My two reasons are: 
1) To be an advocate, voice and representative of the people. 
2) To be a builder to take us from our communities to our city.

How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?
I will need to go into our respective communities and rebuild our recreation centers for our youth where 
they don’t have to pay to participate and play. I would also place police substations in those areas that 

need them and make them to be 24 hour accessible safe havens, where two officers are always available to support 
the people and children.

Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
I would work to make it feel neutral for the youth to travel around the city by buses. One the matter of 

walking and biking, I would work to place solar lighting and trail/bike markers along the routes, as well as, having 
emergency call boxes installed.

Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

I would work to rebuild area recreational centers and incorporate athletics, art, music and other programs 
within those recreational facilities. I would also work with Durham’s IT department and other medial entities on 
keeping information accessible, updated and current on youth activities through a multi array of signage through 
technology.

Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

One of the things that I would do is assess the neighborhoods that are in need of local grocery stores. When “in the 
beginning” plans are initiated, there would be a need to sit and discuss with the grocery store chain employment 
needs within the area and what type of foods that the store would be selling that will ensure that the community 
will be receiving the needed daily supplements. 

In this discussion, I would expound on:  
1) Living wage and  
2) Soft skilled jobs 

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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With living wage job opportunities, income earned would not just be to live and survive, but sub-stainable for a 
comfortable way of living. Minimum wages only keep people surviving, but a living wages helps them to live. I will 
also speak on Soft skill jobs, which are those jobs for those that don’t have the high tech skill sets. Soft skills are 
those hands on manual skills jobs that do not possess highly technical skills.

Once this is done, we would work with the Economic Development Department, Durham Chamber of Commerce, 
Planning Department and people of areas that are economically deprive of access to grocery stores with affordable, 
fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life. There is a need to put in local “open air” markets in areas with 
fresh fruits and vegetables and encourage entrepreneurship to build grocery stores and pharmacies and other 
facilities that will fit the needs of that community.

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

I would look at the possibilities of providing recycling products that would assist the Youth in school supplies and 
items that can be used in recreational centers. I work with the Durham Public Affairs, Sanitation and Recycling 
Departments on ways to keep the public informed on different productive products that can be recycled that helps 
our environment to stay strong. Also, I would keep the citizens informed of the progress on what is working and not 
working and either terminate or revamp what’s not working. 

How are you involved with youth in Durham?
Presently, I’m not involved as I use to be in coaching football; however, I do, from time to time, interact 
with the youth when asked to talk to young people and kids on real issues that they face daily. In 

conversation, I talk to them about the impact of education and skills. I explain to them to them how a person can 
take your job but can’t take your skills or education away from you. I advise our young people to entertain more 
than just one skill, but to get a hands on labor skill (carpentry, masonry, HVAC, plumbing) as well as a high tech skill in 
computer software, communications, medical field and ECT.

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
I enjoy working with people, building relationships and connections. From time to time, I go down to the 
American Tobacco Campus and sit under the water tower and relax in one of the rocking chairs, go to 

Duke Garden and walk around or take a stroll at Stagville Horton Grove.

Q:

Q:

Q:
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Michael W. Shiflett
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES: 

Website: welikemike2015.com 

Facebook: ilikemikeforcitycouncil 

What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
1) In many organizations and volunteer groups I already serve as a leader. From the Durham Businesses 
Against Crime group to the InterNeighborhood Council and Local Emergency Preparedness Committee, I 

participate with dozens of other civic and community member to make our city safe and secure.

2) The stepping down of two of our most senior City Council members (Cora Cole McFadden being #1) I’d been asked 
to consider taking that experience with working with people all across Durham to put that knowledge and years 
of dedication to work. Diane Cattoti and Eugene Brown have sat on the City Council for twelve consecutive years 
together. Wouldn’t you want someone who has that much experience to replace them?

How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?
Fair policing is like playing on a team with our goal being safety. The police are part of our team and their 
job is to keep everyone safe. It is important that all team members know and understand each other. That 

means you and I must set down and talk with our police team members so that we can work together toward the 
goal of everyone being safe.

Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
The town I grew up in had lots of sidewalks. Durham, not so much so. Our City needs to build more 

sidewalks and bike paths to move from one place to another with the feeling of being secure. .As a member of the 
Durham Open Space Committee and the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association, we ARE working on just such a plan. 
By electing me, I can work even harder in creating a trail from downtown Durham to Falls Lake to see Egrets, snow 
birds in a natural and beautiful lake you can get to and back in one day!

I’d also like to see ways for you to walk and/or bike to school with your parents for the first few years then as you 
get older and more self-confident with your neighborhood friends in a ‘walking school bus’ with a parent along just 
to make sure everyone gets there safe. Does that sound like fun to you? If it does, then helping me get elected will 
help that happen.

How do I know these things? I have been the parent of five children. Four of which grew up and have gone to 
Durham Public Schools. They have told me that they would have liked that for them when they were in school. But if 
you will let me, I can help that come true for you.

Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

Did you know that I’d been a longtime volunteer and leader of Kids Voting? Yes, I have! For over 15 years as a matter 
of fact going back to the late 90’s. Isn’t that a long time? How many students do you think I’ve taught how to vote 

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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just like an adult? Hundreds? Thousands? Have you voted in one of our school locations? Wouldn’t you like that? 
But did you know that as a volunteer program that Kids Voting do it completely free to you and your friends? That 
means that everyone gets to have fun and not pay anything for the enjoyment. You get to do something that is 
one of the most important things an adult does. VOTE! Do you know who is President? Do you know how he got to 
be President? It’s because a majority of the adults in this country VOTED for him to be President not just once, but 
twice! When you get to the age of 18 you get to participate in elections that really count. It’s part of the Constitution 
(26th Amendment). Until then they are happy to have you join them in learning how adults vote and have fun while 
doing so.

Finally, did you know that Kids Voting works with other youth programs to help schools stay safe by learning about 
school suspensions, literacy programs and Mom’s Rising?

Can I get you to listen to your morning announcements to find out when Kids Voting Durham ballot stations are 
coming and where they will be?

Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

Good healthy food is as important as money is for a lot of us. As a member of City Council when elected I will put to 
use the times I’ve listened to your parents when they needed something done to make their and your lives better. 
I have looked at each neighborhood and listened to see what they don’t have, but need. Then as a businessman 
myself I have acted in ways to help them achieve their goals. Sometimes it means working with other adults like the 
Durham Chamber of Commerce. Other times it might be in a committee of a political action committee but in each 
and every case, we work together to solve our problems. I want you to be happy and enjoy life. I work very hard at 
helping your parents get and stay happy. Isn’t that something you want everyone to do?

City Council can help too, but it takes parents and their children to work with other groups of people, sometimes 
called NON-PROFITS to make that happen.

I have a saying I use when we need to work together. It’s “City Hall can’t do it all”. We need to find and work with 
partners. It’s like having a good friend who isn’t part of your family but you sometimes wish they could. You develop 
trust and a friendship first, then after a while you want to invite them over to stay the night. Adults don’t get to do 
that, but we call it cooperation and it’s just as rewarding as having a good friend.

I like the model that was created to enable “Save A Lot” to come to Alston Ave and Food Lion on Fayetteville Road. I 
will work on City Council to help make those two examples be recreated where you live, I promise!

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

Wouldn’t it be great to have all the left over trash and uneaten food in the cafeteria NOT go to waste?

Did you know that there was a group of parents, NON-Profits (remember them?) and school teachers last year that 
did it? It was in E.K. Powe and we called it a Waste Reduction Pilot Project. We started by showing everyone how to 
separate the food you didn’t eat, the milk or juice you didn’t drink, the trays you carried them on and the trash that 
couldn’t be recycled into different containers.

We poured the liquids into a sink, we recycled the things that could be reused, we bought compostable trays that 
could be used to make soil again and combined them with food waste that was carried away by someone special 
who turns that waste into good soil again to grow plants and vegetables. 

We saved a lot of waste. We reduced the number of trash bags from 18/day to 2 and helped the school learn how to 
be environmentally involved rather than creating trash that gets hauled to a landfill that sinks and no one likes.

Wouldn’t you like that to happen in your school? Elect me and I will show all of our schools how to do it and save 
money, recycle more and have a celebration at the end of the year! That’s a win, win, win!

By the way, those NON-PROFITS who helped make that happen were Keep Durham Beautiful, Don’t Waste Durham 
and Every Tray Counts. The parents were volunteers that are part of the PTA and the teachers were helpers with the 
Principal in making that happen!

Q:

Q:
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How are you involved with youth in Durham?
I already mentioned Kids Voting since 1998 and my four kids who attend Durham Public Schools but did I 
mention that I also have 3 grandchildren. Does that make me sound like I’m old? Hopefully not. As I talked 

about in #6, I love working with students and they like my pony tail. And even though I might look older, I have a lot 
of fun and get a ton of exercise to keep my heart and mind full of life, just like you. I like to dress up for Halloween 
and can’t wait for Christmas. I’m also a Sunday School Superintendent at Epworth United Methodist Church who’s 
been helping children Sunday School classes for over 21 years. Do I like kids? You bet!

I’ve been on youth retreats, Boy Scout camping trips, taught merit badges and been involved with our youth 
program at church for close to two decades. How’s that for liking you?

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
I like getting on my motorcycle when the weather is clear and the air fresh to breathe and take a long 
ride out to Durham County. I get to spend some time by myself without a computer, using a cell phone 

or listening to commercials on the radio. I get to smell fresh cut grass, feel the wind on my face along with the 
sound of my motorcycle purring along winding roads. Inside my helmet I get to think about how nice it is to be alive 
and how I’d like others to enjoy what they like doing whatever they might want to do. We have that freedom to do 
almost anything we want to do that is legal. It’s called being responsible and alive. It would be my hope that you can 
find something you like to do as much as I like riding my motorcycle. If you elect me, I promise to help you find that 
something. Your new friend ‘mike’.

Q:

Q:
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Jillian Johnson 
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES: 

Website: durhamforall.com 

Facebook: jillian4council 

Twitter: @jillian4council

What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
I want to serve on city council because I want to be involved in shaping Durham’s future at this critical 
point in our development. Our city is changing quickly, and the decisions we make now are going to affect 

the way the city looks and feels far into the future. I believe that we need to make the right decisions now about 
keeping housing affordable for working people, bringing living wage jobs to our community, keeping our city safe, 
and ensuring our police department is accountable to the community. We need to make sure that Durham stays 
diverse and is affordable for working people and their families.

I also want to use my skills as a community organizer to bring new ideas and fresh perspectives to the city council.  
I have strong ties to the community and have worked on many grassroots campaigns for racial, social, and economic 
justice. I have experience building diverse coalitions and bringing people together to work for a common goal. I 
believe the city will make the best possible decisions when more of the community is involved in shaping those choices.

How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?
I hope to be part of implementing an ordinance recently proposed by Southerners on New Ground called 
the “Durham Community Safety Act,” which would ban bias-based policing against African Americans, 

Latinos, immigrants, youth, and queer, trans, and gender non-conforming Durham residents. I believe that 
vigorous enforcement of this ordinance would have a significant impact on the safety of our young people during 
interactions with the police.

I support the city’s council’s decision to implement 4 of the 5 recommendations that were proposed last year by 
the FADE Coalition, a community group that focuses on public safety, and I look forward to making sure these 
recommendations are fully implemented and strengthened as a member of council. Those recommendations were 
1) mandate written consent forms for all vehicle consent searches, 2) implement a policy requiring mandatory 
periodic review of officer stop data, 3) reform and strengthen the Durham Civilian Police Review board, and 
4) mandate that the department participate in formal racial equity training. I will also work to implement the 
last remaining recommendation to make misdemeanor marijuana enforcement the department’s lowest law 
enforcement priority.

With the recent resignation of Chief Lopez, I feel that we have an opportunity to bring someone to that position 
who can change the culture within the police department and set a different tone for police interactions with  
the community. 

Finally, I support strengthening the Civilian Police Review Board and giving them direct oversight powers over the 
police department.

Q:

Q:
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Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
Pedestrian and cyclist safety is a huge issue in Durham, and I know a number of people who have been in 

serious bike accidents in just the last few years. There have also been a number of tragic deaths of pedestrians and 
cyclists in that time. I believe that we must improve our infrastructure for walking and biking in order to improve 
safety and promote healthier and environmentally friendlier ways of getting around. As our city continues to grow, 
we need to prioritize urban planning approaches, such as “Complete Streets,” that take all of these different needs 
into account, rather than prioritizing access and convenience for drivers.

Regarding affordability, I support maintaining bus rates at the current $1 level and improving bus service throughout 
the city. I believe that with the right priorities and investments, Durham could one day transition to a fare-free 
bus system like our neighbors in Chapel Hill-Carrboro. I also support the plan to bring light-rail transit to Durham 
over the next 10 years, and look forward to being part of the conversations with the community to work out all the 
details regarding where to locate stations and other facilities.

Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

I believe that educational, economic, and social opportunities for youth should be one of our highest priorities as 
a community. I fully support providing more free and low-cost youth programs throughout the city, as well as 
supporting nonprofit programs with city funds. We certainly need to do a better job spreading the word about the 
programs that already exist to a diverse group of young people so that everyone has the opportunity to participate. 
Working with a focus group of young people to develop new communication strategies would be great way to 
increase participation in these programs. Using text messages, social media, and other communication methods 
that are targeted for youth, I believe we could make sure that all our young people know about the opportunities 
that are available.

Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

I am also very concerned that much of the economic growth in Durham is not benefiting low to moderate-income 
working people and their families. I would like to see the city help by targeting city support to those projects which 
best address unmet community needs. The city provides grants, loans, and tax incentives to businesses, but these 
incentives are not always going to those who need them the most. We should be looking at where critical amenities, 
such as grocery stores, are not being provided and finding ways to encourage and incentivize providing these 
services in a way that is affordable and accessible to our communities.

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

As our city grows, appropriate waste management solutions will become more and more important to our quality 
of life and our environmental footprint. I am glad that Durham has a curbside recycling program, and I would love to 
see Durham implement public recycling in downtown, the 9th street area, and in city parks. I am also excited about 
us having municipal composting one day.

How are you involved with youth in Durham?
I am on the adult board of iNSIDE oUT, which is a youth-led LGBTQ organization that links together 
middle and high school students in gay/straight alliances around the Triangle. I also work for a nonprofit 

that works primarily with youth through three projects: Youth Organizing Institute, which is a youth leadership 
development program, Ignite NC, which is a youth civic engagement program, and the NC Student Power Education 
Fund, which funds work with college students on campuses around the state.

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
I have two kids, ages 18 months and 8 years old, and we love going to the NC Museum of Life and Science. 
My favorite area is “Into the Mist,” and I am really excited about the new nature playspace that is opening 

up this fall!
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Robert T. Stephens 
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

 What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
1) The youth of Durham deserve to have a voice on city council. We see Durham differently than most 
people on city council due to our age and opportunities afforded to us. 

2) I want to inspire the youth and let them know that they can achieve anything. We can have a voice in politics. 
Contrary to popular belief, we do not have to wait until we get older to run for office. We can make a difference 

now! 

 How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?
1) I was arrested in Durham, NC for protesting the deaths of Mike Brown and Eric Garner. When I went to 
booking, the police captain called me by name, poked me in my chest and said “I got you now”. I have been 

racially profiled for driving while black. We have to train officers better and teach them how to interact with the 
community better. We need a non-nonsense approach to policing in our community. If you racially profile our youth, 
then you are out of a job. 

2) Durham needs to build a better relationship between our community and police officers. We need to see them 
outside of uniform and in street clothes interacting with us in a positive manner. 

3) We have to stop broken-window policing. Crime occurs all over Durham, not just in low income areas. 

Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
It takes $5 million dollars to make Durham buses free for everyone. Instead of spending $81 million on a 

new police department, or $6.4 million on renovating City Hall, let’s invest that money on free buses for everyone. 
Crime is a byproduct of poverty. Let’s find people good jobs that pay a livable wage and we will see a decrease in 

crime. 

Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

We have to meet youth where they are. That means going into neighborhoods and telling them about activities 
and programs we have. That means having transportation to take them from point A to point B. We have to go to 
them not put on programs and expect them to magically appear. I am willing to knock on doors and tell parents and 
guardians about programs and activities that exist and personally ask them to come join. Successful programs and 
activities build relationships with the communities they serve. Durham City Council has no relationship with the 

youth in the city. I will change that. 
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Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

Durham City Council is selling Durham to the highest bidder. Unfortunately, very little of that economic 
development is happening in low-income communities. East Durham just received a grocery store not too long ago. 
We have to stop giving tax breaks and incentives to developers to build downtown and prioritize developing our 
low-income communities. People in East Durham drink coffee. Where is our Starbucks? People in North Durham eat 
organic food, where is our Whole Foods? We have to have someone on City Council stand up for all communities in 

Durham and I committed to doing that. 

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

We have to make sure the world we inherit and give to our children is as safe, if not safer, than the one we found. I 

fully support recycling and I want to learn more about what we are currently doing.

How are you involved with youth in Durham?
I currently work in education in Durham. I am always in schools working with teachers, connecting them 
to the social justice movement, and instructing them on how to bring the children’s culture into the 

classroom. I also mentor students at Northern High School. 

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
My favorite thing to do in Durham is cycle on the American Tobacco Trail. 
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Steve Schewel 
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES: 

Website: steveschewel.com 

What are two specific reasons you want to serve as a leader of Durham?
I have lived in Durham for 46 years, and I love this city. It has been an honor to serve on the city council 
for one term, and I would like to be re-elected to serve the city I love. I want to serve again so that we can 

make sure that everyone in Durham prospers from our city’s growth and development. Specifically, two issues  
I work hard on every week are: 

1) Supporting a police department that is effective in stopping violent crime and does so without a hint of  
racial discrimination;

2) Figuring out how we can get more affordable housing here in Durham.

How will you ensure just and fair policing, especially for Durham’s youth?
As a city council member, I have supported reforms in our police department including the policy that our 
police officers now have to get written consent before they can search your home or car on a consent 

search. This is an important change that will protect young people from unwarranted and unwanted searches. 
We have also instituted training for all of our police officers on biased-based policing so that they are less likely to 
discriminate against anyone. We need to make other changes, too. They include:

1) having body cameras for our police officers which has been shown to reduce unwanted interactions between 
police and young people;

2) having our police officers get out of their cars and walking the neighborhood streets so they can be getting to 
know the young people in the communities they serve, and so that they can build trust with these young people;

3) making sure that we use our misdemeanor diversion program so that a young person who has been charged  
with a minor drug possession charge or other minor violation does not have a criminal record for life. Instead we 
need to be diverting these young people out of the criminal justice system and into treatment, education and 
community service.

Young people rely heavily on walking, biking, and buses. How will you make those 
safe and affordable for Durham’s youth?
On the city council, I have been championing the construction of more trails, bicycle lanes, sidewalks 

and bus routes. I introduced the half-cent tax that was passed and now goes to fund maintenance and renovation 
of parks and trails. I have led the effort to fund and build the Ellerbe Creek West trail that is about to be built. I 
supported the new bike lanes that are coming on the Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd. And I advocated for the expenditure 
of $15 million on new and rebuilt sidewalks in the next 10 years, and the council has supported that as well, and it 
will be done without a tax increase. I supported budgeting for a study of our bicycle and walking infrastructure 
this year, and this study will direct us in where we need more sidewalks and bike lanes. The City is taking every 
opportunity it can to add bike lanes when streets are resurfaced, and we need to continue to do that. Buses are also 
critical. I have advocated strongly against any increase in our bus fares for our 22,000 daily riders, many of them 
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young people. I have supported the expansion of our bus routes which is happening now with more routes and 
more frequency of buses on those routes. I believe we need to study having even more free bus service in Durham.

Many kids in Durham would like more youth programs and activities for them to be 
involved in. How would you inform youth about what is available through the city 
and make those programs affordable and accessible to all youth?

Right now the City Parks and Recreation Department has many, many free and very inexpensive programs for youth 
all over the city. We just need to get the word out better to our young people. This includes the use of social media 
such as Twitter. It includes the practice that Parks and Rec has just started at the Holton Center of walking the 
neighborhoods with volunteers and knocking doors to let families know of the available activities, including many 
free ones. It includes working with our schools to get the word out about free and inexpensive programs that are 
available currently all over the city in parks and recreation centers.

Durham has recently experienced a great growth in business but much of the growth 
is in high end markets. How can City Council make sure that all part of Durham and 
especially low- and medium-income families have access to grocery stores with 
affordable, fresh food and other businesses needed for daily life?

The City can do more of the things that we have already started. For example, the City just spent $4.5 million in 
infrastructure in the area at the corner of Angier and Driver Streets in East Durham so that businesses can locate 
there and have the services they need. This is beginning to jumpstart the redevelopment of that corner which I 
believe will happen in the next couple years and will revitalize an entire commercial area. We also spent $150,000 
to bring the Sav-A-Lot grocery store to Alston Ave. to an area where there have not been enough grocery options 
available. We spend thousands of dollars per year on grants to small businesses for signs, facades and retail 
upgrades, and we need to keep doing that for start-up businesses in areas of greatest need. The City has also 
encouraged urban farming with new ordinances that make it easier to be an urban farmer in Durham, and we should 
find other ways to encourage the growth and distribution of affordable, fresh food.

The environment and recycling are important to many young people. What would 
you want Durham to do differently in its current recycling program, and how would 
you inform as well as engage its Durham’s citizens in it?

We need more recycling in Durham, and on the council I have been working hard to get this to happen. I have ridden 
the trash trucks and recycling trucks with our solid waste staff, dumping the green and blue containers into the 
trucks and seeing first-hand how our solid waste workers do their jobs, their challenges, and the challenges for 
Durham as we seek to recycle more. I have also pushed for the inclusion in the budget of a waste characterization 
study, which is finally being funded this year, so that we can see what we are throwing into our trash containers that 
could be successfully recycled. And I have volunteered on a small version of such a study where I have participated 
in the opening of trash bags brought in by our garbage trucks and have separated that waste into various bins so 
we can see what can be recycled. I have literally taken a hands-on approach to this issue. It is important, and I am 
attempting to push us forward towards more recycling.

How are you involved with youth in Durham?
I was a youth soccer coach in Durham for 18 years, at the YMCA, Brogden Middle School, a soccer club, 
and at Riverside High School. I have also coached for many years youth basketball, softball and football. 

I recently retired from the soccer coaching. I co-founded with a group of young people a non-profit organization, 
Crayons2Calculators (C2C), which gives free supplies to Durham school teachers so that youth have these supplies 
available to them in school. I often meet with young people individually or in groups to advise them. I have been 
especially involved with Latino young people lately who are trying to obtain legal rights to stay in the United States, 
and I have worked closely with several of them both on the policy changes we need and on their individual cases.

What is your favorite thing to do in Durham?
I love to run and bike long distances on the American Tobacco Trail and other of our wonderful trails. The 
American Tobacco Trail is a Durham treasure.
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DURHAM NEWS SOURCES
Durham Herald Sun: heraldsun.com
News & Observer: newsobserver.com/politics/elections
Independent Weekly: indyweek.com
Bull City Rising: bullcityrising.com

VOTING & CANDIDATE INFORMATION 
Ballotpedia: ballotpedia.org/Durham,_North_Carolina_municipal_elections,_2015
UNCTV: ncvoterguide.org
Project Vote Smart: votesmart.org (Info on NC & US Candidates)
NC Center for Voter Education: ncvotered.com
Democracy NC: democracy-nc.org

GOVERNMENT SITES
Durham Board of Elections: dconc.gov/index.aspx?page=95
City of Durham: durhamnc.gov

YOUTH ORGANIZING AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
What Kids Can Do: whatkidscando.org
Do Something: dosomething.org
Way To Help: waystohelp.org
Kids Voting: kidsvotingusa.org

General Election Resources



About Kids Voting Durham

Kids Voting Durham is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that helps 
young people understand and believe in the power they can have as 
active, well-informed citizens and future voters. Students learn about 
and experience democracy through a combination of classroom and other 
educational activities, an authentic voting experience, and community and 
family dialogue.

Kids Voting Durham is a project of the Durham County Cooperative 
Extension and an affiliate of Kids Voting North Carolina and Kids Voting USA.

721 Foster St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
(919)560-7321 
info@kidsvotingdurhamnc.org 
kidsvotingdurhamnc.org

For more information on Kids Voting elections and other events for the  
November elections, visit kidsvotingdurhamnc.org. 
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