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A Letter to Durham’s Youth

We are students just like you who live and learn in Durham, and we would like you to know about the importance 
of the upcoming elections. You may not think that elections really concern you, but you have a bigger voice than 
you may think. Young people make up a large part of the Durham community, and together we can make a real 
difference.

Did you know that you have the power to change things in your city and state and nation. Your elected officials make 
decisions that affect your every day life.

Since we are both the future and the present of Durham, we need to get more involved. Even though some adults 
say you don’t have a voice, this is something you can change. Sure you can’t elect officials until you are 18 (though 
you can voice your vote in Kid Voting elections), but your opinion still matters. Now you just have to step up. 
Learning about the candidates and issues in this school board election and expressing your views is a first step.

Young people are important to the success of Durham and what the government decides now will impact us for the 
rest of our lives, so let’s make our voices heard.

Durham Public School students  
September 2014

Kids Voting Durham 2014 General

Early Voting 
October 25 and November 1, 10:00 am–1:00 pm, North and South Regional Libraries

Online voting 
October 25-November 4, kidsvotingdurham.org

November 4, Election Day 
Kids Voting at select precincts
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Not Old Enough to Vote, but 
Old Enough to Care

Ways Students Can Be Involved In the 2014 Elections
• Read this Candidate Guide and the recommended resources.

• Talk with other students and adults to find out what they think about the candidates and what issues are important 
to them.

• Research candidates online and through newspapers, blogs, and other media outlets.

• Write a letter to the editor or and open piece about what is important to you.

• Get involved with Kids Voting Durham—adopt a polling site on Election Day or volunteer throughout the year.

• Register to Vote if you are going to be 18 or older during the upcoming election.

• Watch or attend candidate debates or speeches.

• Think about what is important to you and think about what the candidates have said and if anything that is 
important to them is also important to you to figure out how you should vote.
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US Senate

Two senators are elected from each state, regardless of state population, guaranteeing each state equal 
representation. Senators are elected for six-year terms. Like the House of Representatives, the Senate participates 
in all aspects of developing, drafting and passing national law and legislation. The Senate alone has the authority to 
conduct impeachment hearings, approve Presidential candidates for the cabinet and judiciary, and approve treaties.

KAY HAGAN, DEMOCRAT
Website: hagan.senate.gov

Facebook: SenatorHagan

Twitter: @SenatorHagan

THOM TILLIS, REPUBLICAN
Website: thomtillis.com

Facebook: ThomTillisNC

Twitter: @thomtillis

SEAN HAUGH, LIBERTARIAN
Website: seanhaugh.nationbuilder.com

Facebook: HaughForSenate

Twitter: @EmperorSean
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District 6

LAURA FJELD (D)
Website: laurafornc.com 

Facebook: laurafornc

Twitter: @laurafornc

MARK WALKER (R)
Website: walker4nc.com 

Facebook: bmark.walker

Twitter: @walker4nc

US House of Representatives

District 1

G.K. BUTTERFIELD (D)
Website: butterfield.house.gov, gkbutterfield.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/gk.butterfield.9 

Twitter: @GKButterfield

ARTHUR RICH (R)
Website: arthurrichforcongress.com 

Facebook: ARichforCongress
 

District 4

DAVID PRICE (D)
Website: price.house.gov

Facebook: facebook.com/pages/David-

Price/8338225975

Twitter: @RepDavidEPrice
 

PAUL WRIGHT (R)
Website: paulwrightforcongress.com

Facebook: paulwrightforcongress



8  KIDS VOTING DURHAM CANDIDATE GUIDE

The North Carolina State Senate consists of 50 members who serve a term of two years. The N.C. State House of 
Representatives consists of 120 members who serve a term of two years. Each member represents an average 
of 190,710 residents. The Lieutenant Governor is President of the Senate and presides over the daily session. 
The Lieutenant Governor has no vote in the Senate except to break a tie. The presiding officer of the House of 
Representatives is the Speaker of the House. The Speaker is elected by the members from their membership for a 
two-year term. The Speaker’s duties include maintaining order in the House and appointing members to the House 
standing committees. 

NC Senate & House of 
Representatives

NC Senate District 20

FLOYD B MCKISSICK JR. (D)
 

NC Senate District 22

MIKE WOODWARD (D)
Website: mikewoodard.com 

Facebook: mwoodard63

Twitter: @MikeWoodard

HERMAN JOUBERT (R)
Website: joubert2014.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/pages/Joubert-for-NC-

Senate/1466095316936527

NC House of Representatives District 29
LARRY HALL (D)
Website: larrydhall.com

Facebook: facebook.com/pages/Larry-Hall-North-

Carolina-politician/123221824389962

NC House of Representatives District 30
PAUL LUEBKE (D)
Website: ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/members

viewMember.pl?sChamber=House&nUserID=63 

Facebook: facebook.com/pages/Representative-Paul-

Luebke/112125402173402

NC House of Representatives District 31
H.M. MICKEY MICHAUX (D)
Website: ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/members/

viewMember.pl?sChamber=House&nUserID=71 

TODD CONARD (R)
Website: conardfornchouse.com

Facebook: t.conard7

NC House of Representatives District 50
GRAIG R. MEYER (D)
Website: graigmeyer.com

Facebook: graigmeyer

Twitter: @ GraigMeyer

ROD CHANEY (R)
Website: rodchaney.net

Facebook: RodChaney4House

Twitter: @ RodChaney4House
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The Sheriff is the highest elected law-enforcement officer in Durham County. A Sheriff protects and serves a 
community through general police work. The majority of the officers in Durham schools come from the Durham 
County Sheriff’s office. They are responsible for safety and disciplinary action for crime and violence, not only in 
your school, but throughout Durham County. The Sheriff oversees these officers. 

Durham County Sheriff

MICHAEL D. ANDREWS (D) (RUNNING UNOPPOSED)
Website: andrewsforsheriff.com

Facebook: andrewsforsheriff

Additional Resources: www.sheriffs.org, ncsheriffs.org/sheriffs/durham
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What Do District Court  
Judges Do?

What is a district judge and what kind of cases do the deal with?
A District Judge hears and rules on cases about the family and youth matters and misdemeanors. They normally 
do not try cases that could result in more than a year of prison. They deal with cases such as child support, child 
custody, divorce, equitable distribution (distribution of property/money between divorcing spouses), juvenile 
delinquency, safety, and protection, and criminal misdemeanors. District Courts cases are decided by a judge rather 
than a jury. District Courts directly impact the lives of children that end up in court and rule on cases for young 
people. Durham is part of the District 14 court system that consists of 7 District Judges who are elected every 4 
years.

What qualifications are needed to be a district judge?
To run for district judge you must have experience as an attorney. Judges usually are in office for four years. They 
abide by principles set by the American Bar association such as:

• Judges should uphold the rule of law

• Judges should be independent

• Judges should be impartial (fair and just)

• Judges should possess the appropriate temperament and character (agreeable nature)

• Judges should possess the appropriate capabilities and credentials (qualifications)

• Judges and the judiciaries should have the confidence of the public 

• The judicial system should be racially diverse and reflective of the society it serves

Why do we elect judges?
In some states judges are appointed but in most states including North Carolina, judges are elected. Judges make 
decisions about issues that affect us, like family life, education, health care, housing, employment, discrimination, 
civil rights, and public safety. These decisions usually have a long lasting impact. Every citizen has the right to trial by 
judges as free and independent people and it is important to choose judges that make fair and unbiased decisions.
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Steven Storch
DISTRICT 14  
Running against Pat Evans

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES:  
Website: durhamdeservesbetter.com 

rally.org/f/ebRLPWRjnWK

What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
Durham’s juvenile diversion program gives children and young adults under the age of 17 a chance to 

avoid being convicted of criminal offenses. At one time or another we’ve all made poor choices. That’s how we learn. 
We make mistakes and learn not to make them again.

When one of these mistakes happens to be a minor criminal offense, it shouldn’t mark us with a criminal record for 
the rest of our lives. A criminal conviction can have terrible and long lasting consequences. It can prevent a person 
from getting a job, getting into college, and even affect your credit score and insurance rates.

By allowing young offenders a chance to make good on their mistakes by performing community service; paying for 
damages; publicly apologizing to their victims; their community, and the court, they can learn very important life 
lessons. With our diversion program, a youthful error has the possibility of becoming a positive experience rather 
than a lifetime scar.

As a Magistrate, I have a limited contact with juvenile matters (I do certify juvenile petitions) but when elected to 
District Court, I look forward to presiding over juvenile court and volunteering to help with our diversion program.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
Under federal law, anyone under 18 years old cannot be tried as an adult. And this is the rule that most 
states follow. But North Carolina is an exception and is much stricter than most states. North Carolina 

has a lower age limit and treats anyone above the age of 15 as an adult in the criminal justice system.

I agree with the federal rules for most crimes. However, for serious violent crimes it makes sense to treat the 
offender as an adult. Crimes like rape or murder are so horrible and have such devastating consequences that more 
serious treatment is called for. In other words, certain adult crimes require being treated like an adult, even when 
the offender is less than 18 years old.

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
The most serious issue in our court system is the lack of money to pay for programs to help children and 

young adults stay out of trouble. Kids get into trouble when they don’t have the proper guidance, supervision, and 
care. And when they do get in trouble, programs like our diversion program don’t have all of the needed resources 
to help them stay out of trouble.

There are too few probation officers to provide adequate supervision. There aren’t enough education programs and 
adult role models and mentors to guide our children. And there isn’t enough funding for after school programs, jobs 
programs for teenagers, and summer camps for younger kids.

Churches, community leaders, and our elected officials need to devote more money for these necessary resources 
so that our juvenile diversion program can continue to succeed.

Q:

Q:

Q:
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What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District Court 
Judge?
My opponent, Judge Pat Evans isn’t doing the job very well. Like students in school, Judges get report 

cards too. And Judge Evans’ report card was the 2nd worst in the entire state of North Carolina when compared 
with all 120 district court judges statewide. She ranked 119th out of 120 judges evaluated. You can see all the report 
cards for yourself at: jpe.ncbar.org.

In comparison, my score was much better in that same evaluation. That shows that I can do the job much better 
she can…because I already perform many of the same duties that a district court judge does. When you think of the 
qualities that a Judge should have, qualities like fairness, integrity, knowledge of the law come to mind. A judge 
should behave like a judge and I know I can be an excellent judge.

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
I have been involved with local civic groups and helped to raise tens of thousands of dollars for local 
organizations that help children. Some of them include: Durham’s Nativity School; The John Avery Boys 

and Girls Club of Durham; and The Agapé Corner School.

I have also been a volunteer speaker at our local elementary schools as part of the Police Department’s Gang 
Resistance Education and Training Program (G.R.E.A.T); as well as Fran Alexander’s E.D.G.E. Program that is geared 
toward helping young gang members earn their high school equivalency diplomas and escape the cycle of crime and 
violence in Durham’s inner city.

And as a father of four children who attend the Durham City Public School system, I have a vested interest in the 
continued safety of our community and the wellbeing of all of our children.

Q:

Q:
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Pat Evans
DISTRICT 14
Running against Steven Storch

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES:  
Website: reelectPatEvansJudge.com  

Email: reelectpatevansjudge@gmail.com

What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
The idea that 16 and 17 year olds who commit non-violent misdemeanors should not be treated as adults 

has been my position for years. It has been my practice as a sitting judge to inquire as to young people’s age when 
they come before me. It is generally accepted that at 16 and 17 years old your brain has not fully developed. I have 
consistently sought and utilized alternative methods such as Ten Court; deferrals or community service.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
It depends on the offense. For nonviolent misdemeanors, age 18 is appropriate.

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
Lack of proper supervision. It is imperative that we involve parents and/or caretakers as early as possible. 

I consistently visit schools to observe what is going on in them as well as address behaviors that may be of concern 
to school personnel, parents or the community. I have mentored and tutored youth for over thirty years. Currently, I 
serve as a volunteer judge for Teen Court as well as a member of the Board of Directors for New Horizons Character 
and Leadership Academy. 

What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District Court 
Judge?
I have extensive training in Juvenile Delinquency Court and have presided in that court since becoming 

a judge. I care deeply for children, especially the children of Durham. As a mother and grandmother, I am acutely 
aware of the needs of children. 

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
See answer to #3.

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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Nancy E. Gordon
DISTRICT 14 
Running against Fred Battaglia, Jr.

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES:  
Website: judgenancygordon.com 

Facebook: judgenancygordon 

Twitter: @judgengordon

What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
Science tells us that a human brain is not mature, particularly when it comes to decision-making, until well after 

the age of 20. The Durham Juvenile Diversion Program is unique in the state and nationally. I agree with the premise behind 
treating juveniles (presently defined as up to age 16) differently than adults so that we can correct their behaviors and help 
them make better choices. Because the impact of arrests and criminal convictions has such life-altering implications, the 
Misdemeanor Diversion Court is a very important effort to prevent an arrest record and possible conviction for a youth 
who is over 16 and under 18. Unfortunately, unless and until we raise the age of defining a juvenile to 18 (which I support), 
the Court can’t determine who goes into the Diversion Program; that’s a decision that’s made in the community by law 
enforcement officers; I would strongly support training for officers so they understand and use the option presented by 
the Durham Diversion Program.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
18, unless determined otherwise by a judge. We should support Raise the Age legislation.

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
From my viewpoint in Family Court, the greatest challenge to children is unstable families or families who 

are in crisis. Everyone needs a family whether it’s the one you’re born into, an adopted family, kinship family, community 
family or church family. Children who live with a parent or parents who are unemployed or underemployed, are substance 
abusers or who resolve their conflicts with violence are at risk. Children who are homeless are children who are at risk. 
Children who are born to children, are at risk. I preside over the Durham Drug Treatment Court and Abuse, Neglect, 
Dependency Court. In that context, I make sure that children get the services and stability that they need and deserve to 
flourish and mature. These courts present challenges and I’m proud to say that I’ve touched many families and children in 8 
years and helped them live safer and healthier lives.

What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District Court Judge?
For the past 8 years I’ve been proud to serve Durham as a District Court Judge. I am the only Board Certified 
Family Law Specialist on the Durham bench; that’s a certification that I earned from the North Carolina State 

Bar and it means that I am an expert in domestic relations and family law cases. Over half of our courts are Family Courts 
and I’m uniquely qualified to serve the families and children in those courts. I’ve demonstrated leadership by presiding in 
Adult Drug Treatment Court and laying the groundwork for a Veterans Treatment Court. These treatment courts provide 
an important opportunity for people with criminal probation who are dependent on drugs or alcohol and/or who have 
mental health issues to get into and stay in recovery and avoid incarceration where they do not get any treatment.

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
I was the Truancy Court judge for DSA, I have tutored first grade children at Y.E. Smith and I have served as a 
judge in our Teen Court. I am presently serving on the Board of Directors of the Durham Exchange Family Center 

which provides services to family to prevent child abuse and neglect.

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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Fred Battaglia, Jr.
DISTRICT 14
Running against Nancy E. Gordon

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES:  
Website: battaglia4judge.com

What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
I am very much in favor of the Misdemeanor Diversion Program in Durham County for the crimes of 

shoplifting, disorderly conduct, underage drinking, possession of marijuana, and trespass. The Misdemeanor 
Diversion Program allows a 16- or 17-year-old to not be charged and prosecuted if they complete programs such as 
Teen Court.

Prior to the Misdemeanor Diversion Program, if a 16- or 17-year-old was charged with an offense and hired me 
(hundreds have), the young person would receive a deferred prosecution, and, upon completion of community 
service and payment of fines, the charge would be dismissed. However, the young person would still have a criminal 
record showing that they were charged with a crime, even though the case was dismissed. The Misdemeanor 
Diversion Program, which was newly implemented in the Spring of 2014, will prevent a 16- or 17-year-old from 
being charged in the first place, and therefore, will prevent them from having a criminal record showing that they 
were charged with an offense. 

I am looking forward to holding Misdemeanor Diversion Court and helping children have a wonderful future, free 
from the stain of a criminal charge on their record, which could affect future employment prospects and financial 
assistance from colleges.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
I believe it is ridiculous that a young person who cannot legally vote, enlist in the military, or get a library 
card, can be tried as an adult for a minor misdemeanor. When I represent a young person for, let’s say, 

Misdemeanor Possession of Marijuana, I always ask a simple question: “Are drugs causing a problem in your life?” 
Usually, the answer is no. My reply then is, “Then why are you in my office?” Most of the time, they change their 
answer. For these types of crimes and some others, the age to be tried as an adult should be raised from 16 to 
18, and the matter should stay in Juvenile Court, where there are services to help change behavior. This is also to 
protect the young person from having a criminal record. (Records in Juvenile Court are generally not for the public 
eye, but in adult court, all is public.).

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
1) What happens to a child who was born in the United States when one or both parent(s) is deported 

because he/she is not a citizen? What does the child do then? This is a major issue, and we need to have a 
comprehensive approach to Immigration, with a focus on the whole family, so that families are not destroyed.

2) Children whose parents are involved in a custody dispute are in a very stressful situation. It is important to have 
counseling available for the child(ren) so that they may talk through this changing and stressful situation.

3) Some children do not know our laws. It is vital that there be more education in our schools and community to 
address this problem.

Q:

Q:

Q:
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What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District Court 
Judge?
Number one, I want to raise the bar on professionalism, integrity, and dignity in our courtrooms, which 

means treating everyone who appears before me with respect, listening carefully, and treating everyone fairly and 
equally under the law. It is important to bring the proper temperament and sensitivity to the bench, and to show 
respect for the victims, the Defendants, the lawyers, and the courtroom staff. If a Judge lacks the proper judicial 
temperament, the constitutional rights of a Defendant in a criminal matter could be violated, resulting in possible 
jail time. It is also important to apply decisions that are consistent with the facts and the Law. 

Secondly, I want to have a positive impact on young people’s lives. Many people, if given a chance to make a different 
choice, would not choose to be a party to a lawsuit or a Defendant in a criminal matter. As a Judge in Juvenile Court, 
my job will not be to solve people’s problems for them, but to give them the tools to make better choices. I believe 
it is important to make the courtroom experience a learning experience for young people and to utilize the proper 
diversion programs and resources that could keep a poor choice from having a devastating effect on young people’s 
lives.

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
I have taught pre-confirmation and Sunday School to ninth graders at Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church since 2000, and I have maintained a relationship with many of my students through high school 

and beyond, often taking them to concerts at the NC State Fair, to Disney on Ice in December, and to the circus. 

Our children and youth ministries are quite large and culturally diverse, and I have been fortunate enough to be 
extremely active and involved in those ministries for 14 years. 

If a student is not in school, it is a problem for the student and for society, hence the heightened awareness and 
concern over the “school-to-prison pipeline.” I served as a Truancy Judge for two years at Riverside High School in 
Durham, volunteering for four hours on Fridays when school was in session, prior to any funding for the program. 
The funding now exists for this program, and I would encourage our citizens to volunteer for the program. 

I was Chairman of the Durham County Bar Association’s Charitable Golf Tournament for twelve years, spearheading 
efforts to raise money for charities that benefit our children and youth, such as Camp Re-Leaf (a grief counseling 
camp for children) and Send-A-Kid-To-Camp through the Durham County Social Services. I also am an active 
supporter of the John Avery Boys and Girls Clubs in Durham.

Q:

Q:
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Marcia Morey
DISTRICT 14

What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
I’m all for it!

North Carolina has the strictest laws in the United States by charging 16 year olds as adults in the criminal system. 
For this reason, I asked the police department, the Sheriff and the District Attorney to not charge 16 and 17 year olds 
if they otherwise could be charged with their first misdemeanor offense. Everyone agreed to have this diversion 
program and its going well. Every month I am the judge who presides over our diversion court session. I try to teach 
the youth, who otherwise would have had a criminal charge, the importance of keeping their records clean. Not 
only could a minor face up to a year on probation, with a suspended jail sentence, he or she would have a much 
harder time getting a job, applying for financial aid for college, and losing their driver’s license. Criminal charges and 
convictions can result in life altering consequences.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
18 years of age. I support our current law that allows for a juvenile who is charged with a violent, 
dangerous offense in juvenile court, that he or she could be transferred to face adult charges, if 

the juvenile court judge finds “probable cause” and that the risks to community safety outweigh the juvenile’s 
rehabilitation needs.

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
The biggest issues for children in our court system is poverty, hopelessness and being disconnected 

from school and family. I work with community agencies to provide appropriate services and encourage family 
involvement. I started Teen Court in 1994, and try to be fair and understanding when I preside in court.

What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District  
Court Judge?
I have been a judge for 15 years because I care about people and our community. I want to continue to 

make our courts efficient and work hard to be a fair and impartial judge. 

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
I volunteer in truancy court and Teen Court. I started the Misdemeanor Diversion Court. I am on many 
committees to prevent juvenile delinquency. I volunteer as a coach and mentor.

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:
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What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
I believe that any program that assists in preventing our youth from becoming involved in the criminal 

justice system should be looked at and used so that they are able to become productive citizens and not be a part 
of the pipeline to prisons. The program in Durham is designed to prevent youth charged with misdemeanors and 
nonviolent first offenses to not even make it into our District Court. When youth are in our courtrooms they are 
referred to programs such as teen court, first offenders program and other diversionary programs if they are 
first time offenders. This gives the young people an opportunity to do community service and give back to the 
community and not have the stigma of a criminal record.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
The law of North Carolina provides that youth are tried as adults at the age of 16. As a judge, I am required 
to uphold the laws of the land. As to misdemeanors and non-violent offenses, I have no problem with 

changing the law to treat youth under 18 as juveniles. 

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
One of the main improvements that need to be made in the juvenile justice system has to do with 

providing sufficient services for the youth who come into contact with the courts. We need more resources for 
our youth, educationally, emotionally, financially, and physically. We need to enlist and encourage people in our 
community to become mentors to the young men and women who have become involved in the system to show 
them that there is a better way to live and serve as the positive role models that they may be lacking in their lives. 
Additionally, the mental health system has failed to keep pace with the needs of our youth. The resources needed to 
address some of the issues that brought them into the juvenile justice system are sorely lacking. While we need to 
hold our youth accountable for their actions, we also need to provide them with adequate tools to become better 
citizens and to stay out of trouble. 

We need to stress that education is important and make sure that everyone recognizes that education and sense 
of self-worth are two of the most important factors that help our youth to stay out of the school to prison 
pipeline. We also need to recognize that many of our young people are in this pipeline due to history of poverty, 
abuse, neglect, or learning disabilities, and would benefit from additional educational and counseling resources. 
We need to form a coalition of parents, educators, governing officials, judicial officials, law enforcement officials, 
and community stakeholders to address the wide-scale implications of this problem. This problem will never be 
resolved in isolation. We must come together collectively to “save the children.” Something can be done, but we all 
must be involved in doing it as a community.

Doretta L. Walker
DISTRICT 14
Running against Henry Pruette

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES:  
Website: Electdorettawalker.com 

Email: dorettawalker@hotmail.com

Q:

Q:

Q:
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What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District Court Judge?
I want to continue to serve as a District Court Judge because I make a difference in the lives of the 
children in Durham. During my tenure in District Court as a judge, I have presided over family law, 

child support and criminal courtrooms among others, these courtrooms have a significant impact on the lives of 
our children. I want to continue to look after the best interests of the youth of Durham and bring my varied and 
diverse background in doing this. I also believe that people need to know that there are judges who are from their 
community and care about their needs while following the laws of North Carolina.

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
I have been a mentor with Partners for Youth since its inception over a decade ago. This is a program out 
of the West End of Durham where I provide guidance to youth about activities, education, and social skills. 

I serve as a community base mentor to youth from the beginning of high school through their first year in college. 
In addition, I serve as mentor to numerous other youth in the community who just need someone to talk to and 
give advice. I speak at numerous schools, civic organizations and churches about issues of concern to youth and 
their parents. I recently served as a judge for a mock trial for the Jack and Jill organization. Additionally, I have many 
godchildren and family members whom I provide guidance and support for. Protecting our youth is very important 
to me.
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Henry Pruette
DISTRICT 14
Running against Doretta L. Walker

CAMPAIGN WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, OR OTHER RESOURCES:  
Website: pruetteforjudge.com 

Email: elect.henrypruette.judge@gmail.com 

Facebook: Henry Pruette for District Court Judge 

What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
I applaud Chief District Court Judge Marcia Morey's hard fought efforts to bring the Juvenile Diversion 

Program to Durham with the cooperation of Durham law enforcement and the District Attorney's office. As an 
attorney you have a duty to defend the interests of your client as hard as you possibly can within the rules. That 
same standard applies to juveniles. An attorney's juvenile client should not expect anything less. If I had a juvenile 
client who was eligible for the program, I would make sure he or she took full advantage of it. My client successfully 
completing the program has paid for the crime, has learned a valuable lesson, and graduates with a clean record. 
The alternative is a lot of money and misery for the juvenile and the juvenile's family and a criminal record that could 
possibly follow him or her for life, making it difficult to get into college or get a decent job after high school.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
Eighteen, except for serious felonies. 

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
District Court impacts the lives of children in profound ways and reflects all of the social issues, which 

effect children on a daily basis. For example, parents come to District Court for a divorce. The judge decides where 
the children will live, how much time they will spend with either parent, how much money will be paid for their 
support, and how their parents' property will be split up. The children have a huge stake in all these decisions but 
have little say in any of this. They didn't pick their parents. Similarly, the Department of Social Services has to get 
involved with some families when there is an allegation of significant problems in the home. If DSS has to take a 
case to District Court, the children may be taken out of the home and placed with another relative or placed in 
foster care. The children never asked for any of this. More than likely, they just wanted their parents to take care 
of them, but, unfortunately, their parents were not able to at the time. I promise to listen carefully to all of these 
cases, apply my twenty-five years of experience as an attorney, knowledge of the law, and lessons I have learned as 
a father of three, who has been married thirty-three years, to make the decisions that are in the best interest of the 
children. 

Getting in trouble over and over again is a very specific issue for children in the court system. The scenario is sad 
and happens too often. Children become involved in Juvenile Court at a young age, usually for a minor crime, and 
the first intervention by the court system has no effect on their behavior. They continue to get in trouble and the 
punishment continues to worsen, but the behavior does not change. At a point, they move into the adult system 
and eventually end up in prison. With a prison record, it is extraordinarily hard to get a job and they resort to criminal 
activity. The cycle continues with rarely a positive end result. It's my job as an attorney to do all I can to stop this 
vicious cycle before it starts. The Juvenile Diversion Program is helpful. Seeking out other early intervention for 
troubled youths is an additional productive alternative. Taking time to listen to young clients and counseling them 
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on the consequences of bad choices is very important. As an attorney, I have to try as many different approaches as I 
can imagine. Losing one child is one child too many.

What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District Court Judge?
I have lived in Durham off and on since 1971 and I love it here. Durham deserves the best judges on the 
bench and I want to give back to Durham by serving as a judge. Additionally, I have practiced in all areas 

of District Court and I know it like the back of my hand. I have the experience, knowledge of the law, and judicial 
temperament to bring the positive change that is much needed in District Court.

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
My wife and I have worked hard to raise our three children. Anyone can father a child, but it takes hard 
work to be a father. My daughter is in her fourth year of medical school. My oldest son survived three 

cardiac arrests while in college and went on to graduate and get a good job at the State Employee's Credit Union. 
My youngest son is a senior at UNC-Chapel Hill. None of them have been in any trouble and they make me proud 
every day. 

Before I went to law school, I taught in the Durham Public Schools. I have a Master's Degree in Elementary 
Education. I have always loved teaching and can think of no other profession that can have such a profoundly 
positive influence on children. Presently, I tutor twice a week at the Durham Nativity School. It's my favorite time of 
the week.
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Brian C. Wilks
DISTRICT 14

What are your views on the juvenile diversion program and how do you use it in your 
courtroom or law practice?
I agree with the juvenile diversion program with the appropriate level cases. If the juvenile qualifies under 
the guidelines they will be referred to the program.

What age do you think a youth should be tried as an adult?
As Judge our personal option as to the age a person should be tried as an adult isn't as important as that 
we follow the law as it is written.

What are the biggest issues in the court system for children and how would you or do 
you work to address them?
There are several issues involving children such as undiagnosed mental health and substance abuse 

needs, adequate supervision, adequate services to address children's needs, funding for youth programs. In my 
juvenile court I connect children with services in an effort to get them the help they need. I also make sure that 
children receive mental health and substance abuse assessments to determine their need levels.

What are two specific reasons that you want to serve as a Durham District  
Court Judge?
To be a positive effect in people's lives and assure them of equal justice in the courtroom. Also to serve as 

a reminder that anyone can do anything with blessings and hard work.

How are you involved with Durham’s youth outside the legal system?
I am involved with various youth sports leagues, I participate in Durham Public School activities and I 
speak at various youth related gathering designed to educate and encourage youth.
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NC NEWS SOURCES
Durham Herald Sun: heraldsun.com
News & Observer: newsobserver.com/politics/elections
Independent Weekly: indyweek.com

VOTING & CANDIDATE INFORMATION 
UNCTV: ncvoterguide.org
Project Vote Smart: votesmart.org (Info on NC & US Candidates)
Congress.org: congress.org (Info on NC & US Candidates)
Politifact: politifact.com (Sorting out truth in politics)
NC Center for Voter Education: ncvotered.com
Democracy NC: democracy-nc.org

GOVERNMENT SITES
NC State Board of Elections: ncsbe.gov/ncsbe
Durham Board of Elections: dconc.gov/index.aspx?page=95
US Congress: house.gov
NC General Assembly: ncga.state.nc.us 
City of Durham: durhamnc.gov/Pages/Home.aspx
NC Bar Association: ncbar.org

YOUTH ORGANIZING AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
What Kids Can Do: whatkidscando.org
Do Something: dosomething.org
Way To Help: waystohelp.org
Kids Voting: kidsvotingusa.org

General Election Resources



About Kids Voting Durham

Kids Voting Durham is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that helps 
young people understand and believe in the power they can have as 
active, well-informed citizens and future voters. Students learn about 
and experience democracy through a combination of classroom and other 
educational activities, an authentic voting experience, and community and 
family dialogue.

Kids Voting Durham is a project of the Durham County Cooperative 
Extension and an affiliate of Kids Voting North Carolina and Kids Voting USA.

721 Foster St. 
Durham, NC 27701 
(919)560-7321 
info@kidsvoting durham.org 
kidsvotingdurham.org

For more information on Kids Voting elections and other events for the  
May School Board elections, scan this QR code to visit kidsvotingdurham.org  
on your mobile device.
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